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Celebrating over 30 years of building a safer community for women and children in Santa Cruz County.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE—IT IS YOUR BUSINESS!
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) be-
gan as a “Unity Day” in 1981 for domestic violence
victim advocates to connect and organize. Now,
October is a time to celebrate those who have
survived domestic violence, and to mourn those
who have died because of domestic violence.

Domestic violence is a deliberate pattern of ag-
gressive behaviors that one intimate partner does
to the other to gain power and maintain control.
It is not marital conflict, a lovers’ quarrel, or a pri-
vate family matter. It is a serious social problem,
and everyone has a role to play in creating a com-
munity that does not tolerate domestic violence.

Besides devastating psychological consequences
for the family, domestic violence also carries a
high financial price tag for society. A cost-benefit
analysis done for the Violence Against Women Act
of 1994 found that each non-fatal incident of do-
mestic violence costs an average of $27,000 in
police response, property loss, medical and men-
tal heath care, victim services, and lost productiv-
ity. Our local Domestic Violence Commission re-
ports at least 1,948 incidents of domestic violence
last year. This would place the cost to Santa Cruz
County at over $52 million annually! Since do-
mestic violence is about 50% underreported, the
cost could be over $100 million.

Domestic violence is everyone’s business.
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DVAM Activities for 2008

The Wizard of Oz

The Fox Theater will present a benefit
showing of The Wizard of Oz on Saturday,
October 25, at 10:00 am. This family
friendly event will feature an Oz Costume
Contest and a Raffle. Suggested donation is
S5 for children and $7 for adults. Door pro-
ceeds to benefit WCS~DdM!
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i Unity Day

* WCS~DdM will partner with Walnut Avenue
! Women’s Center to host Unity Day on Mon-
i day, October 6, from 3:30 to 5:30 pm at
I 175 Walnut Avenue. WAWC will host a
I quilting table and WCS~DdM will display
I the Clothesline Project, T-shirts adorned
i with artwork created by survivors of do-
| mesticviolence.
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Children’s Art Display

Artwork created by children working with
the WCS~DdM Children and Youth Program
will be displayed at the Santa Cruz Public
Library during Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month.
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Responsibility & Opportunity Seminar :
On October 16, WCS~DdM will host a semi- .
nar for Health Care Providers on screening !
patients for domestic violence and their !
legal responsibilities. For more informa- !
tion, go to wcs-ddm.org. .
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VIOLENCIA DOMESTICA
iES ASUNTO Suyo!

Octubre es el Mes de Crear Conciencia sobre la Violen-
cia Doméstica. La violencia doméstica es un patron de
comportamiento agresivo e intencional que una perso-
na ejerce sobre su pareja intima con el propésito de
ganar poder y mantener control sobre esta. No es un
simple conflicto matrimonial, una pelea de amantes, o
una cuestion familiar privada. La violencia doméstica es
un problema social serio, y cada uno de nosotros tene-
mos la oportunidad de crear una comunidad libre de
violencia.

Actividades del Mes de Crear Conciencia
sobre la Violencia Doméstica

The Wizard of Oz

Se presenta el Wizard of Oz por el beneficio de
Women’s Crisis Support ~ Defensa de Mujeres; 25 de
octubre de 2008, a las 10:00 de la mafana (las puertas
se abren a las 9:30); en el teatro Fox, 15 calle Maple,
Watsonville. Donacién sugerida: $5/nifios, $7/adultos.
Esto es un evento para toda la familia que incluya una
rifa y un concurso de disfraces de la pelicula.

Dia de Unidad

Lunes, 6 de octubre, a las 3:30 - 5:30 de la tarde, en
175 calle Walnut, Santa Cruz. El Centro de Mujeres
Walnut Avenue presentard una mesa de coser un
edredén y Women'’s Crisis Support ~ Defensa de Muje-
res exhibira el Proyecto de Camisetas, hechas por so-
brevivientes de violencia doméstica.

Exhibicidn del Arte de los Nifos

Obras de arte creadas por los nifios que trabajan con el
Programa de Nifios y Jovenes de WCS~DdM seran ex-
hibidas en la biblioteca publica de Santa Cruz durante
el Mes de Crear Conciencia sobre la Violencia Domésti-
ca.

Responsabilidad y Oportunidad

En el 16 de octubre, WCS~DdM presentard un semina-
rio para que proveedores del cuidado médico apren-
dan sus responsabilidades legales cuando se sospecha
la violencia doméstica, y aprendan las maneras eficaces
de hablar con los pacientes sobre la violencia domésti-
ca. Para mds informacidn, consulte en wcs-ddm.org.

Hard Times for Non-Profits

The continuing economic downturn is making it very
difficult for non-profits to stay above water. As we
see in the news each day, even some major for-
profit businesses cannot keep afloat.

WCS~DdM has taken hits this fiscal
year in nearly all of our govern-
ment grants and foundation fund-
ing. We have had to work very
creatively to avoid cutting ser-
vices.

We believe that our fiscal responsibility in past years
and our strong leadership team are helping us now
to weather immediate crises; for example, the State
budget problems. We are very proud of the fact
that, despite the severe funding cuts, we’ve been
able to maintain critical services for women and chil-
dren in Santa Cruz county. The support we receive
from the community is now more important than
ever.
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Long-time WCS~DdM Board Member
Bob Katz was recently honored with the
Pro Bono Award from the Santa Cruz
County Bar Association.
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Congratulations Bob! ¢
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2008 wCS~DdM
Board of Directors

Anastasia Torres-Gil, President
Mariaelena Tantalo, Vice President
Leticia Preciado, Treasurer
Martina O’Sullivan, Secretary
Georgette Dufresne
Bob Katz
Mark Linder
Manuel Osorio
Renée Snow

Executive Director
Laura Segura Gallardo
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Reaching Out inthe Neighlborhood: Luisa Hudspetiv i

pAY

WCS~DdM'’s Outreach Coordinator, Luisa Hudspeth, really loves her work. She is self-motivated, and dedicated to ¥y
the mission of the agency. Luisa does door-to-door outreach in neighborhoods at high risk for domestic violence,
and conducts community meetings in the neighborhoods with the goal of preventing domestic violence, reducing -
isolation and creating a feeling of community among neighborhood residents, and providing information and re- 4
ferrals for local resources available to residents.

Originally from Chihuahua, México, Luisa came to the U.S. ten years
ago as a single mom, with the goal of staying for one year to learn
English, and then returning to Chihuahua. Instead, she fell in love,
got married, and stayed. As a re-entry student in the Cabrillo Col-
lege Human Services Program, she got her license as a Family Devel-
opment Worker. In 2005, she chose WCS~DdM to do her internship
for that program, because our name caught her attention on the list
of internship agencies. WCS~DdM soon recognized her value and
hired her as a regular employee in 2006. Her career goal is to con-
tinue working in the social services field—and to keep on learning
English.
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What Luisa really loves about her job is “providing tools for women to help them break the cycle of violence and pAe
create better opportunities for their children.” In addition to outreach coordination, Luisa also works with the ¥<

weekly domestic violence support groups in Watsonville. Y
pAY
When she’s not working, Luisa likes to spend time with her grandson Diego, and with her two chihuahua dogs, ¢
Kuskus and Peanut. She also enjoys listening to classical music and eating Chinese food. g
pAS

ARG igAG i Ag i A A G AG AR AEAS GG iEA010 B O DR R SR AR A iR A AR ADASAD A A

Help for the Shelter WCS-DdAM is

going green!

Although we have recently repaired
one portion of the backyard fence at
our shelter, the other side is now falling
down! Our neighbors will pay for one
half of the cost, but we need to raise Help us save trees (and money) by giving us

$2,000 for our share of the cost. If you your email address for future newsletters.

can help, please call 722-4532 or make ) _ .

a donation online through our updated You will automatically be entered into 3 raf-
fle to win a “green” prize. Send your email

Lttt eittttitint address to newsletter@wes-ddm.org.

WCS~DdM is supported by your contributions and the following funders: The California Department of Public Health, the California Office of
Emergency Services, the County of Santa Cruz, the Cities of Santa Cruz, Watsonville, Capitola and Scotts Valley, the Blue Shield of California Foun-
dation, Verizon Wireless HopelLine Grant Program and the Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County.
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Services

All services are available in Spanish and English and are
free or low-cost.

24-hour crisis line: peer counseling, advocacy, infor-
mation and referrals for women, teens and children.

24-hour in-person hospital emergency response to
domestic violence and rape survivors.

Emergency Shelter.

Temporary Restraining Order assistance and court
accompaniment.

Counseling for survivors of domestic violence and/or
sexual assault.

Community Education trainings and presentations for
schools, professionals and community groups.

Neighborhood outreach.
Workshops for families.
Domestic Violence support groups:

Watsonville, Tuesdays 5:30-7:00 Spanish
Santa Cruz, Tuesdays 6:00-7:30 Spanish
Santa Cruz, Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 English

24-Hour Crisis Line 685-3737
(M-U-J-E-R-E-S)

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00
425-4030 or 722-4532

Servicios

Todos los servicios son disponibles en espariol e inglés, y son gra-
tis 6 a bajo costo.

Linea de crisis las 24 horas: consejeria individual, abogacia,
informacidn y referencias para mujeres, jévenes y nifios.
Respuesta de emergencia en persona las 24 horas en hospi-
tales para sobrevivientes de asalto sexual ¢ violencia
doméstica.

Refugio de emergencia.

Asistencia con ordenes de restriccién temporal, y acompaiia-
miento a la corte.

Consejeria para sobrevivientes de violencia doméstica 6
asalto sexual.

Entrenamientos y presentaciones en escuelas, para profesio-
nales y grupos comunitarios.

Alcance comunitario.

Talleres educacionales para familias.

Grupos de apoyo para sobrevivientes de violencia domésti-
ca:

Watsonville, Martes 5:30-7:00 espafiol
Santa Cruz, Martes 6:00-7:30 espafiol
Santa Cruz, Miércoles 6:30-7:30 inglés.

Linea de Crisis 24 Horas 685-3737
(M-U-J-E-R-E-S)

Horas de Oficina:
Lunes-Viernes 9:00-5:00
425-4030 o 722-4532

QO Womenws Crisis Support ~Defersa de Mujeres
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Crisis Line: (831) 685-3737

1537 Pacific Ave, Suite 300, Santa Cruz, CA 95060
220 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076
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